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Director bids farewell 


It is with mixed feelings that | write this piece, my last. In November 2010 | resigned my position as 
Director. As you will all realise the role of Director is an all consuming one - as indeed it should be, 
responsible for our beautiful two thousand year old mosaics and artefacts as well as a superb group of 
staff and volunteers. However this does not fit easily with the increasing demands | have in my 
personal life (all good!), which is why | felt | needed to move on. The role of Director will be advertised 
very soon as my departure is scheduled for March 31. Needless to say | remain responsible for all 
actions until that date and indeed may also be available after that date if SAS requires more time to 
effect an efficient and comprehensive handover. 


Issue 12: January 2011 


We have a new CEO of the Society, Tristan Bareham, who is facing up to the many challenges of 
running a charity in less than prosperous times. We have already been working closely to ensure that 
we target business opportunities that will pay dividends for the Roman Palace. 


Jennie Gadsby has aiready compieted 10 weeks of effort on the exciting Knowiedge Transfer 
Partnership that we are undertaking with Bournemouth University. She has submitted some 
interesting results for visitor focus groups and accompanied visits, and these will be made available 
with her recommendations on how we may improve our visitor experience and museum display. 


The algae growth on our mosaics is continually monitored. Rob Symmons has been in contact with one 
of the few experts in mosaic conservation, and we look forward to advice from him on how best to 
proceed with the programme to maintain them. This is money, | am sure you will all agree, which will be 
well spent. 


We are continuing the refurbishment of the office and education accommodation. Our 1960’s buildings 
were in desperate need of new windows so we are delighted that the Murray Room, which is used by 
our Learning Team for school education sessions, and the main admin block are receiving a new fit out. 
Water tight at last! 


Finally, may | wish you and all your families a happy, healthy and enjoyable 2011 and | hope to welcome 
you at Fishbourne and also see you at Friends social events during this year. 


Christine Medlock 


Roman Britain before the Claudian Conquest 
A talk given before the AGM by Dr Andrew Fitzpatrick, Wessex Archaeology 


In his enthralling talk Dr Fitzpatrick showed how different areas of 
southern England linked in different ways with mainland Europe and that 
there was not an all-pervading Roman influence. He began by describing 
how the people in the Fishbourne and Chichester area would have lived 
in the 1* century BC. They were small-scale communities, often at war 
with each other. It was a stratified society with different levels of 
freedom and affluence. The trading pattern was not the same 
throughout the south of England, and it changed over time. Exports 
through Hengistbury went mostly to Armorica in Gaul but with some 
items making their way to or from Rome. Wine amphorae were 
imported. After Caesar’s visits to Britain, the trade at Hengistbury 
diminished but that through south-east England increased, linking Kent 
with modern north-east France. 


Dr Fitzpatrick directed the pre-bypass excavation at Westhampnett, near Chichester, which turned out to 
be the biggest Iron Age cremation burial site in Britain. This site was the first where Iron Age pyre sites 
were identified. Cremations were outside the pots, which makes them unlike those in Essex, 
Hertfordshire and the Pas-de Calais but similar to those in the Seine area. 


Dr Fitzpatrick was also involved in the on-going excavation of a warrior burial at North Bersted, near 
Bognor Regis. Iron bars completely encircling the corpse are evidence of a coffin or lined grave, the only 
example of this in England. A 1“ or 2™ century BC shield boss was unusually of copper alloy not iron. The 
grave contained a bent sword, not typical in Britain though common in Europe. There is also an artefact 
which may be a Mannheim-type helmet similar to those used in Gaul. (News came though after the talk 
that data from tooth analysis showed that the body originated in southern France around 100BC.) 


The natives reacted differently to the influence of Rome. Burials in Dorset west of Hengistbury do not 
contain Roman objects, indicating that the local tribe turned its face against Rome. By contrast, burials of 
elite members of society in parts of south-east England contained a range of Roman imports, and also 
French items not in the Roman style. 


The evidence from graves, grave goods, coins and other items shows that trade in the Chichester area at 
this period was not between Britain and Rome but between Britain and parts of France and beyond and 
that it is distinctive from trade in other parts of Britain. Understanding this background is relevant for the 
interpretation of Fishbourne Palace. 

Anne de Potier 


At the AGM 


The minutes of the 2009 AGM were approved. The 2010 Chairman’s Report was received and the finds 
trolley, donated by the Friends, was admired. The Treasurer’s report was also approved. The bank 
balance stood at £4,485. All members of the Friends Committee were re-elected and will serve for 
another year. 


Rob Symmons gave the Palace report on behalf of the Director. He referred to the appointment of the 
KTP officer, Jennie Gadsby, now in post. He also reported that the Palace had received Museums, 
Libraries and Archives accreditation which is national recognition of the high standard achieved by 
Palace staff. Visitor numbers are being maintained in spite of the recession. 


Anne Wingfield-Hayes 


Tour of Fort Cumberland 


On September 2, nine Friends were given a guided tour of four departments at the English Heritage 
Centre for Archaeology at Fort Cumberland. We were welcomed by Andrew David, Head of 
Archaeological Science, who provided an overview of the hands-on and advisory work carried out by the 
fifty staff there. Then we went to the Graphics Department to look at a range of applications, such as 
finds illustration and cartography, much but not all computerised. Particularly striking was a 
reconstruction of the burial of a lady, complete with bed, from the Dark Ages. Next, to the Geophysics 
Department whose equipment proved so useful last year in the survey of the west wing at FRP. We were 
able to look at both geophysics and radar imaging of Audley End, near Saffron Walden. The detail was 
amazing and revealed so much of the different phases of the building and landscape. Then on to 
Conservation for, amongst others, a look at the work undertaken on a Hadrianic cremation pot and its 
contents, believed to include chain mail (if so, the only one where chain mail has been found in a burial 
context). The freeze-drying machine at the Fort was constructed to preserve Lindow Man. Finally, we 
visited the Environmental Department with its flotation machine for separating matter, such as worked 
flint, pottery and carbonized plant material, from excavated earth. The Fort has a large collection of 
animal and bird bones, including a huge auroch’s skull, all used to gain an understanding of how our 
ancestors, and those animals, lived. Our two hours flew by but | was so impressed by the knowledge, 
patience and enthusiasm of the team at the Fort. And for gadget freaks, there was a plethora of 
scientific equipment which boggled my mind! 

Karen Newman 


Chairman’s corner Friends provide trolley 


Salve MMXI 


On behalf of all the Committee | should like to thank 
the Friends who were able to attend the AGM for 
granting us another year in office to build upon our 
initial work in taking over the administration of our 
organisation. Although we are no longer run by 
Sussex Archaeological Society, Friends of Fishbourne 
are still entitled to 50% discount on admission to other 
SAS properties on production of your Friends 
membership card. 


Like Janus, we look back over the past successful year 
and forwards to some exciting events we have in 
mind for you in 2011. Among these | am planning a talk 
to share my impressions of Leptis Magna which | 
visited in December. Watch out for details later. 


The Friends have sponsored this trolley 
to house the handling collection used 


To overcome space limitations in reporting on our during tours. The items are now safely 
events, and to give us greater flexibility in alerting you protected during transport, and the 
to other items of interest, we have decided to trolley can be easily moved around the 
increase the number of Newsletters you receive so site. Curator Rob Symmons said ‘It is just 
this year there will be three. | hope you enjoy this one. what we needed’. 


Pam Crowe Anne de Potier 


Visit to Bignor Roman Villa 25 September 2010 


There was a definite nip in the air as eleven Friends (some of whom had come from far afield) stood 
outside Bignor Roman Villa to begin our tour but the sun came out and soon warmed us up. Graham 
Pratt, the Curator, began by putting the Villa in context both historically and geographically. Looking 
south, we could see the line of Stane Street, the Roman road from Chichester, as it cut through the 
trees in the distance. The villa at Bignor was at its most developed by about 350 AD, consisting of some 
70 rooms and out-buildings, and there is even some suggestion that columns from Fishbourne were re- 
used there - but that is probably a subject for further study! 


Moving inside, Graham took us through room 
after room, with their quaint thatched roofs. The 
main attraction is the polychrome mosaics: of 
particular note are the fine Ganymede and the 
‘Venus’ with its frieze of cupid gladiators. We 
marvelled at the craftsmen’s artistry and the 
accuracy of their straight lines on the 24 metre 
mosaic, believed to be the longest in Britain. 
Amazingly, we were actually walking on Roman 
floors in some places as the Georgians who 
discovered the Villa re-used some plain floor tiles 
inside the covered buildings erected to preserve 
the mosaics. 


Outside, we visited the bath-house with its plunge pools and the Medusa mosaic in the ‘changing- 
room’, put there to ward off thieves. It was all so interesting; the time flew by but we did manage to look 
around the small museum, and to rest our legs in the café. 

Karen Newman 


British Association of Friends of Museums meetings 


Three members of the Friends Committee attended the annual conference of the SE Western Counties 
area of BAfM at Gilbert White’s house in Selborne in Hampshire, hosted by its Friends. The theme of the 
day was Friends: a Channel to the Community and it was introduced by Sue Hall, BAfM regional 
coordinator. The event provided an excellent opportunity for networking. David Standing, head 
gardener, gave a keynote speech on White’s famous horticultural researches and achievements, 
followed by a tour of the gardens. Rosemary Irwin, Chairman of the Trustees, outlined the history of 
the house and the conservation and education policies of the Trustees and Friends. Other speakers 
included Colin Grieg of the Pendon Museum, Abingdon, and Ann Slade of Bursledon Brickworks. 


Pam Crowe attended the BAfM national conference hosted by the Friends of Manx National Heritage 
(MNH), with the theme Heritage Past, Present and Future. The Chairman of BAfM spoke of the 
difficulties which might result from government cutbacks. President Loyd Grossman said they would 
disadvantage smaller institutions. However the large membership of the hosts enables them to provide 
funds for a wide range of activities. The MNH Director stressed the value of their Friends in supporting 
the protection and preservation of the physical heritage. We heard about some of the Manx Museum’s 
methods of interpretation including the use of modern technology - archive film, oral history and 
digitisation of paper records. The costly digitisation (enabled by a large donation from the Friends) 
helped to conserve the originals as they could be referenced without the need to be handled. Sir David 
Wilson, Director of the British Museum, alluded to the role of grants and spoke of the parts played by 
both amateurs and professionals in the study of antiquities. 

Anne Wingfield-Hayes and Pam Crowe 


